Buffalo Central - Breakfast Roundtable 2/24/2004

Topic: 
Networking Methodologies – How do you stay in touch?

Our group exchanged a great number of ideas!  Thanks to all who came.

1. Plan a year of contacts – cards, notes, emails, calls

2. Use online cards where you can schedule their delivery in advance

3. Develop a “confession letter” for those times when you’ve been out of touch and want to re-establish contact

4. Treat your networking like an on-going marketing campaign.

5. Once a network is established – keeping it is easier than starting again.

6. A phone call is appreciated – take the time to make them 

7. It is more difficult to network at more structured events – keep this in mind when determining what events to attend.

8. Where to find networking opportunities?  Suggestions included:  the calendar in Business First, InfoTech Niagara social events, ExecuNet Meetings, BETC (Buffalo Employment & Training Center), Volunteer organizations, Alumni associations, community education events such as those held at local colleges, community organizations such as your local school district.

9. Sincerity in networking was mentioned as being key.  People can spot being “used”.  Make networking part of whom you are so it’s a natural part of what you do.  Networking is not asking for business – it is asking for advice and counsel.

10. Social contacts can become business contacts so look everywhere – the parents of the children your child knows through school, sports or day care for example.

11. Your fellow volunteers may have an impression of you, a view of your skills/talents that may be a “fresh view” for you.   Their support may surprise you.

12. At work, communicate how your perspective is changed/improved via networking to communicate the value of these events to your employer who supports your attendance.

13. Recent retirees are good examples of someone “connected” that may enjoy the contact as much as you.  SBA SCORE was noted as a free organization with opportunities for those that own or wish to own a business.

14. When traveling for business – look for professional events or training to attend.

15. Dot Spot was noted as a networking event for job seekers.

16. Toast Masters and Dale Carnegie were noted as supportive organizations where networking and continued contact are known to occur.

Please plan to attend the March 2004 Breakfast Round Table - Buffalo North – more information at: http://www.pmibuffalo.org/uploads/breakfast_march_25_2004.doc
Please watch the PMI site for information about the April 2004 Breakfast Round Table - Buffalo Central

